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Spike2010 was held successfully on the 31st of July with as 

many as 164 participants enjoying the fun in the sun at Tanjong beach Sentosa. 
Together with the superb weather, great music and free-flow of drinks, our 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ н ƻƴ н ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ п ƻƴ п ƳƛȄŜŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ 
The standard of competition was rather high, and the atmosphere was easy 
and casual. Remember to check out our Facebook page for some awesome 
photos from the event! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Spike-2010/117624791619551
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Spike-2010/117624791619551
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=103361&id=117624791619551
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§ Distinction rate for H1 and H2 German and H1 French 

§ Distinction rate for H1 Geography, 3 times the National average 

2009 A-Level Results 

93.3%  
scored Distinction in Project Work, the 
highest amongst all Junior Colleges in Singa-
pore 

7/10 
§ students scored 3 H2 Distinctions and better 

§ scored Distinction in H2 Geography, more than double the National Average. 

§ scored Distinction for H2 Chemistry for the second year running. This is double the National Average.  

§ scored Distinction for Knowledge and Inquiry  

§ scored Distinction for H2 Literature in English 
 

Once again, Hwa Chong has performed excellently at the 2009 A-Level Examinations and has emerged top in the 
nation for Mathematics and the Sciences in the 2009 A-Level Examinations. We congratulate all Hwa Chong stu-
dents who have done well. 

8/10 
§ scored Distinction for H2 Physics, double the National Average. 

§ scored Distinction in H2 Mathematics, for the third year running 

§ scored Distinction for H2 Art. 

92 

4/10 
scored Distinction for GP. This is dou-
ble the national average for the third 
year running. Also, virtually all students 
attained at least a pass. 

>200 
scored the maximum of 90 points 
for university admission. 

9/10 
scored Distinction in H2 Biology, 
up from 8 last year. This is double 
the National Average.  

100% 

Perfect scorers 
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How do you guys feel after being awarded the SAFOS? 
 
Jian Hua: First and foremost, I feel honoured to be a recipient 
of the SAFOS because of the high hopes and expectations that 
come with the award of the scholarship. Also, the scholarship 
is a form of recognition of our potential and ability to lead and 
command as officers in the SAF, and this is what I feel grateful 
and thankful for. With so much faith invested in us, I know it is 
only our duty to serve our nation and the SAF wholeheartedly, 
with the dedication, commitment and passion. I pledge my 
100% and more to this career.  
 
Kah Loke: I feel honoured to have been entrusted with the 
responsibility of being a leader in the SAF, and thankful for 
being granted this rare opportunity to grow. I look forward to 
the next few years of studying abroad and also to taking junior 
command when I come back to serve in the navy.   
 
  
 

Both of you were from the National Cadet Corps (NCC) 
back in school, how has the experience impacted you as 
a person? 
 
Jian Hua: My experience in NCC taught me a number of 
important life lessons that I believe I will constantly revisit 
in the future. The first of which is the value of having the 
right mental attitude, even when put in most uncomfort-
able or unfamiliar of situations. I also learnt of the value 
of friendship and camaraderie, because those strong 
bonds I formed with my platoon-mates in NCC were what 
got me through all the tough training. Along the way, I 
also learnt how to motivate others by bringing out their 
positive thoughts and feelings. All these lessons made me 
a better leader and team-player and I trust that they will 
come in useful for me in the future. 
 
YŀƘ [ƻƪŜΥ ²ƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ b//Σ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
fittest of the lot. I was struggling with the physical activi-
ties, and giving up definitely crossed my mind. Enduring 
through all the tough times, like rifle PT, long distance 
runs, pushups in the hot sun (and many many more) 
taught me about perseverance, and the power of the hu-
man will.  I wanted to become stronger so that I can be 
that source of support and encouragement for others, 
just like my platoon mates were for me. I still remember 
the early morning training at the canteen chin-up bars 
before flag-raising, and the jubilation when I was finally a 
zero-fighter no more ς my hardwork paid off! 
 
I enjoyed the camaraderie I shared with my platoon 
mates, and I learnt to value my relationships with others 
more. I am also very grateful for having my first exposure 
to leadership through NCC, and the experience has defi-
nitely played a significant role in my development. 

Introduced in 1971, the SAFOS is a prestigious scholarship, widely recognised as second only to the President's Scholarship. We 
are pleased to share that 2 Hwa Chong alumni, Soh Kah Loke (08S66) and Tay Jian Hua (08S6K) have been awarded the prestig-
ious Singapore Armed Forces Overseas Scholarship. The SAFOS is awarded annually to excellent all-rounded individuals with the 
ability to lead the nation in maintaining peace and stability. Hwa Chong Alumni Association Youth Chapter  gets close to find out 
more about them! 

SAFOS SCHOLARS 

ά 

έ 



© 2010 Hwa Chong Alumni Association Youth Chapter 
    www.hwachongyouth.org     

       5 

 

What was your most memorable experience in Hwa Chong? 
 
Jian Hua: The most memorable of times I spent in Hwa Chong 
had to be the International Science Youth Forum 2009. As stu-
dent organisers of this inaugural event, we planned and 
worked everything from scratch and that was both a challeng-
ing and exciting experience for me. We spent long hours in 
meetings and work sessions, and even during the actual event 
itself, many of us lost sleep and rest, some working overnight 
to ensure things ran according to schedule. Looking back, it 
was all that hard work and effort plus, more importantly, the 
enduring friendships we forged with everyone that left its 
mark in our hearts.  
 
Kah Loke: I enjoyed myself thoroughly in all the activities we 
organized as the 35th {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ {ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ 
school to prepare for events, going crazy with my orientation 
group, meeting a bunch of fun-loving and trustworthy friends 
ς L ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
Council most fondly. 
 
With Teacher's Day approaching, any words for your teach-
ers?   
  
Kah Loke: A big thank you for all their guidance and support 
throughout my last 6 years in Hwa Chong, and of course a very 
ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΗ Υύ 
 
Jian Hua: To all my teachers, you have been inspirational fig-
ures to me, each and every one of you and I thank you for im-
parting your knowledge, wisdom and values! Words can 
hardly describe my gratitude for you and I just want to say ς 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ с ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ Iǿŀ 
Chong for me because of you! 
 

Any advice for juniors who have interest in a military 
career? 
  
Jian Hua: My advice is not to jump into a military career 
merely because of the prestige or glory that comes with 
it. Think about the higher purpose behind the military 
career and recognize that the men and women who 
don their greens do that with the knowledge that they 
have made a sacrifice to keep this nation safe and se-
cure. Be sure of what is it that you want to achieve in 
this career and see if your values match those of the 
organization. Give these points some thought and I be-
lieve you would make an informed decision when the 
time comes. 
 
Kah Loke: I think that it is impossible for almost all stu-
dents to be sure of their future career with the limited 
amount of experiences and knowledge we have. A mili-
ǘŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
est in a military career, be proactive in finding out more 
about it. Join the MINDEF Internship Programme and 
ask the young officers about the realities they face eve-
ryday. Once you take that leap of faith, go for it all the 
way! 
 
Lastly, any favourite personal quote you would like to 
share? 
 
Jian Hua: You stop living when you stop dreaming. Dare 
to dream big and dare to be 
 
YŀƘ [ƻƪŜΥ ¢ƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘΣ ǘƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƴ ŘƻΦ ¢ƻ WнǎΣ 
study hard for A levels and all the best! 

ά 

έ 
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